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Number  22.  Quorum  5. 

Co-opted — Drs.  K.  S.  Maurice  Smith  and  J.  R.  P.  Popplewell. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members 

Mrs.  Collins  Clayton,  Wisbech. 

Miss  S.  M.  Martin,  Littleport. 

Mrs.  F.  Sole,  March. 

Number  25.  Quorum  5. 


Mental  Deficiency  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members 

Mrs.  Collins  Clayton,  Wisbech. 

Miss  S.  M.  Martin,  Littleport. 

Mrs.  F.  Sole,  March. 

Number  25.  Quorum  5. 


6 


Staff. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Hilda  R.  Hay,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

E.  G.  Niven,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (left  30/11/46) 

G.  P.  Barclay,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  (appointed  1/11/46) 

E.  P.  J.  Moran,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  b.a.o.  (appointed  1/11/46) 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

D.  F.  Woolston,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  H.v.  cert,  (resigned) 

G.  M.  Sanders,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.  cert,  (appointed  21/1/46) 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

(a) — Council  Officials  (whole-time). 

M.  Abbott,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

H.  L.  Morris,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

C A.  New,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  Oliphant  Mark,  S.C.M.,  Cert,  of  R.S.I.  (Inspector  of  Nuisances) 
E.  E.  Redhead,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

M.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Bd.  of  Ed. 

E.  T.  Taylor,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  E.  Woolcock,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

(b)— Employed  by  District  Nursing  Associations  (part-time). 

The  Nurse  or  Nurses  at 

Little  Downham  Littleport 

(c  ) — County  Midwives. 

J.  B.  D.  Benson,  S.C.M. 

A.  L.  Guiver,  S.C.M. 

F.  Millar,  S.C.M. 


Clerical  Staff. 

H.  A.  House  (Administrative  Officer) 

C.  E.  Russell,  F.  Ritchie,  A.  W.  Rowbotham, 

J.  Gipson. 

Misses  D.  Sitch,  B.  Randall.  B.  Dobson,  E.  M.  Pendle. 
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District  Medical  Officers  under  Poor  Law  Acts  : — 

J.  Dwyer,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ..  ..  (also  Public  Vaccinator). 

C.  H.  Gunson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ..  ..  „ ,,  „ 

J.  R.  Barrowclough,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  ,,  ,,  „ 

A.  C.  Smith,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  ..  „ „ „ 

A.  Bernard,  M. A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ..  „ „ „ 

S.  Governor,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  ..  ..  „ „ „ 

J.  M.  Hislop,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

S.  J.  Watson,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  ..  ..  (also  Public  Vaccinator). 

G.  H.  Lucas,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  . . 

C.  M.  Welds,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.  (also  Public  Vaccinator). 

J.  W.  C.  Fairweather,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ,,  „ „ 

J.  B.  Bamford,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  - 

W.  M.  Wilson,  M.B.,  Ch.B „ 

D.  E.  Young,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  ..  „ 

C.  Thomas,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  ..  ,,  ,,  ,, 

W.  F.  Prendergast,  L.R.C.P. I.  & L.M., 

L.R.C.S. I.  & L.M 

Public  Analyst : — 

«y 

S.  Greenberg,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


Vaccination  Officers  : — 

H.  A.  House  (Ely,  March,  Whittlesey  and  Wisbech). 
G.  Sharpe  (Chatteris). 
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LOCA  L 

SANITARY  AUTHORITIES. 

Urban  Districts 
and  Boroughs. 

Clerks. 

District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

1. 

Ely 

J.  E.  Watkins,  Esq. 

K.  S.  Maurice  Smith, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

2. 

Chatteris 

C.  Dobb,  Esq. 

. . R.  E.  Nix, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

3. 

March 

R.  E.  Dixon,  Esq.  . . 

. . S.  Governor, 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

4. 

Whittlesey 

H.  Kewish,  Esq. 

..  W.  A.  D.  Lawson, 

M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

5. 

Wisbech 

J.  E.  Siddall,  Esq.  . . 

. . H.  L.  Groom, 

M.R.C.S  , L.R.C.P. 

Rural  Districts. 

Clerks. 

District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

1. 

Ely 

C.  Wickens,  Esq. 

..  K.  S.  Maurice-Smith, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

2. 

North  Witchford 

F.  Whittet,  Esq. 

. . C.  Thomas, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

3. 

Thorney  . . 

A.  F.  Whittome,  Esq. 

..  J.  R.  F.  Popplewell, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

4. 

Wisbech 

. . G.  Hellier,  Esq. 

. . H.  L.  Groom, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Port. 

Pork  of  Wisbech  J.  E.  Siddall,  Esq R.  E.  Crockatt, 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  state  of  public  health  in  the  county. 

During  1946  the  health  of  the  community,  as  reflected  in  the 
principal  rates,  compared  favourably  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  birth  rate  rose  to  18*8  and  the  death  rate  fell  to  11*9 
per  thousand  population,  the  bulk  of  the  deaths  being  certified  as 
due  to  degenerative  changes  encountered  at  the  advanced  ages. 
The  infantile  mortality  was  31 ‘2  per  thousand  live  births,  a 
reduction  on  1945  and  a new  low  record  for  the  county.  Epidemic 
prevalence  of  the  commoner  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  low, 
but  there  was  a rise  in  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis. 

The  services  continued  to  function  in  a manner  similar  to  that 
described  in  1945,  and  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  was 
carried  out  in  all  sections  as  shown  in  the  statistical  part  of  this 
Report.  There  were  increased  attendances  at  the  infant  welfare 
centres,  a larger  number  of  immunisations  against  diphtheria, 
more  ante-natal  examinations  carried  out  by  general  practitioners 
and  a rise  in  the  number  of  health  visits.  A larger  number  of 
cases  were  admitted  to  the  two  Maternity  Homes  and  the  County 
Hospital  continued  to  prove  its  value  to  a widening  portion  of  the 
community  as  a wider  scope  of  service  was  provided. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  passing  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  a long  awaited  piece  of  legislation  and  the 
culmination  of  all  previous  measures  dealing  with  personal  health. 
On  the  appointed  day,  a comprehensive  medical  service,  free  of 
direct  charge,  will  be  available  to  all,  and  is  to  be  provided  under 
three  separate  administrative  schemes.  The  Hospital  and 
Consultant  services  are  to  be  provided  under  fourteen  Regional 
Hospital  Boards,  which  will  be  set  up  to  cover  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales ; general  medical  and  dental  services  will  be 
controlled  by  Executive  Councils,  and  nine  special  services  will 
become  the  responsibility  of  local  health  authorities  which,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Act,  are  to  be  the  county  councils  and  county 
borough  councils.  These  special  services  will  consist  of  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  home  nursing  and  midwifery,  vaccination  and 
immunisation,  the  ambulance  service,  prevention  of  illness  together 
with  care  and  after-care  of  patients  and  the  provision  of  home 
helps.  To  this  has  been  added  important  new  duties  under  the 
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Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  and  the  setting  up  and 
administration  of  health  centres,  which  is  an  entirely  new  feature 
of  the  scheme. 

It  has  been  laid  down  in  the  first  section  of  the  Act  that  it  is 
the  sole  duty  of  the  Minister  to  promote  the  establishment  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  He  has  assumed  very  wide  powers  in 
order  that  the  entire  service  will  be  under  his  general  control,  and 
that  he  may  exert  a powerful  influence  in  securing  that  the  main 
purposes  of  the  Act  are  carried  out,  namely,  that  the  resources 
available  for  advice  and  treatment  shall  be  conditioned  by  need, 
and  not  by  ability  to  pay.  All  hospitals,  municipal  and  voluntary, 
are  to  be  vested  in  him  on  the  appointed  day  and  it  will  become 
his  responsibility  to  secure  that  facilities  for  institutional  treatment 
and  expert  advice  shall  be  more  equally  distributed  throughout 
the  Regions,  and  not  centralised  in  the  metropolis  and  large  urban 
areas.  Although  up-grading  is  not  openly  alluded  to  in  the  Act, 
it  is  the  underlying  motive  behind  the  provisions  for  co-ordination 
of  the  general  medical  and  local  health  authority  services  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  hospital  and  consultant  services  on  the  other. 
Planning  of  the  Regions  so  that  each  will  be  large  enough  to 
contain  a medical  training  school  attached  to  the  key  hospital  is 
a master  stroke  of  policy,  and  should  provide  a stimulus  to  the 
professional  personnel  in  all  branches  of  the  service. 

The  general  medical,  dental  and  ancillary  services  as  envisaged 
under  the  Act,  are  the  logical  sequence  to  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act,  1910. 
These  will  be  provided  in  areas  which  will  correspond  generally 
with  those  of  the  local  health  authorities,  and  it  is  the  expressed 
desire  of  the  Minister  that  they  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  based 
on  health  centres  where  every  possible  facility  for  investigation  and 
advice  will  be  provided.  It  is  in  these  centres  that  the  main  link-up 
with  the  consultant  and  welfare  services  will  take  place,  and  where 
team  work  will  enable  doctors  to  obtain  leisure  for  study  and 
recreation  which  the  majority  do  not  now  enjoy. 

With  regard  to  the  services  which  are  to  be  provided  by  local 
health  authorities,  the  additional  duties  and  powers  seem  at  first 
glance  scarcely  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  hospitals  and 
institutions.  The  importance  of  the  role  they  have  been  given 
needs  no  further  stressing,  when  it  is  realised  that  the  extent  to 
which  this  Act  becomes  a measure  for  the  preservation  of  health, 
as  distinct  from  the  treatment  of  sickness,  will  depend  almost 
entirely  on  local  health  authorities  exercising  their  functions. 

In  their  capacity  as  local  education  authorities  they  are  already 
responsible  for  the  health  and  well-being  of  children  of  school  age, 
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and  under  the  new  measure,  it  will  become  a duty  to  arrange  for 
the  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 
Further,  under  Sections  28  and  51,  local  health  authorities  are 
given  wide  powers  to  prevent  illness,  including  mental  illness,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  has  been 
expanded  on  the  setting  up  and  maintenance  of  hospitals  and  on 
various  treatment  schemes  will  be  diverted  to  the  less  spectacular 
field  of  preventive  medicine.  With  advance  of  knowledge  and  its 
universal  application,  the  day  may  yet  arrive  when  major  illness 
will  become  a rarity  and  when  good  health  will  be  construed,  not 
merely  as  freedom  from  minor  ailments,  but  as  a state  of  positive 
well-being. 

The  health  of  the  community  is  influenced  by  many  social  and 
economic  factors  outside  the  functions  of  a Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, but  an  era  of  fruitful  work  appears  to  stretch  ahead,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  National  Health  Service  Act  will  operate 
as  part  of  a massive  scheme  of  legislation,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  guarantee  the  security  to  the  individual  against  all  the  hazards 
of  misfortune. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  loyal  and  willing  services.  I also  wish  to 
thank  the  other  members  of  the  County  Hall  Staff  and  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  assistance. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  general  practitioners 
and  to  all  the  voluntary  workers  in  the  county  for  their  co-operation 
in  the  running  of  the  services. 

Lastly,  may  I record  my  appreciation  of  the  stimulating  interest 
which  the  Chairman  has  taken  in  all  developments  of  the  work  of 
the  Department,  and  of  the  Committee’s  continued  help  and 
consideration. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


HILDA  R.  HAY. 


Rural  Districts  Urban  Districts 
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Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 


The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1946,  from  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County,  as 
submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as 
follows : — 


Area. 

Medical  Officer. 

Date  Received. 

Style. 

Chatteris 

Dr.  R.  E.  Nix 

Report  not  to  hand 

Ely 

Dr.  K.  S.  Maurice- 

Smith 

Report  not  to  hand 

March 

Dr.  S.  Governor 

Nov.  5th,  1947 

Typewritten 

Whittlesey  . . 

Dr.  W.  A.  D.  Lawson 

Report  not  to  hand 

Wisbech 

Dr.  H.L.  Groom  .. 

Report  not  to  hand 

Ely 

Dr.  K.  S.  Maurice- 
Smith 

Report  not  to  hand 

North  Witchford 

Dr.  C.  Thomas 

Report  not  to  hand 

Thorney 

Dr.  J.  R.F.Popplewell 

Sept.  6th,  1947 

Typewritten 

Wisbech 

Dr.  H.  L.  Groom  . . 

Nov.  19th,  1947 

Typewritten 

Wisbech  Port  . . Dr.  Orockatt  . . Report  not  to  hand 
San.  Authority 
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STATISTICS,  1946. 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  & water)... acres  239,794 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£300,768 

Produce  of  Id.  rate  1946/47  ...  ...  ...  •••  £1,213 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  •••  77,705 

Population  (estim.  to  middle  of  year  1946)  ...  ...  83,340 


males  819  I Legitimate  7£! 
males  eia  j illegitimate  75 


1 1586 


. , non  I Legitimate  700 

(emales  «67i  IUe5gitimate  67, 


males  26 


No.  of  live  Births  in  the  year 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  19*03 

Legitimate  22  \ 
Illegitimate  4 

No.  of  Still-births  in  the  year  -j  >-42 

, , . n f Legitimate  13 

I females  16  ■ ul|„itlmafce  3 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

Total  No.  of  Deaths  in  the  year  **•  I females ^61 } 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  , 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  j from  sepsis  0 
consequence  of,  childbirth  ( other  causes  2 

Total  2 


25-79 

1004 

11-9 


1-228 

1-228 


Number  dying  under  1 year  old 


( 


, ( Legitimate  27) 

males  36 1 lu^gitimate  9 


, , no  ( Legitimate  19  f 

females  23 1 nle6gitimate  4) 


59 


Infantile  Mortality  (rate  / in  legitimates  31-86  \ 

per  1,000  Births)  ( in  illegitimates  91-54  ) “* 

T , ao  no  (in  legitimate  males...  36-29 

In  males  ...  4396  j jn  m°egitimate  males  i2(H) 

-r  « . on  no  ( in  legitimate  females  27*14 

In  females...  2998  ’ in  illegitimate  females  59 '7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  7 

England  and  Wales — 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  ... 

Maternal  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 


37-2 


)» 

M 


5 > 
M 


191 

11-5 

430 

1-46 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Population. 


The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  figure  of  83,340  as  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  1946. 


Statistics  for  the  past 
purposes. 

eleven  years  are  given  for  comparative 

1935 

82,500 

1936 

81,700 

1937 

81,590 

1938 

81,480 

I939 

81,620  (for  births) 

83,760  (for  deaths) 

I94° 

87,270 

1941 

90,540 

1942 

84,970 

x943 

83,240 

x944 

82,030 

1945 

81,010 

1946 

83,340 

Births. 

The  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  981  (502  males  and 
479  females),  this  being  a birth-rate  of  19-23  per  thousand  of 
population. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  births  numbered  605  (317  males  and 
288  females),  the  Rural  birth-rate  being  18-72  per  thousand. 

The  total  births  for  the  County  numbered  1586  (819  males  and 
767  females),  a birth-rate  of  19.03  per  thousand.  This  compares 
with  a birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  19-1  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  85,  a 
rate  of  86-65  Per  1,000  births.  Of  this  85,  50  were  males  and  35 
females,  giving  rates  of  99-6  and  73-06  respectively. 

For  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  57  illegitimate  births,  a rate 
of  94-21.  Of  these,  25  were  males  and  32  females,  giving  rates  of 
78-86  and  m*i  respectively. 

Taking  the  County  as  a whole  the  illegitimate  births  numbered 
x42>  or  a rate  of  89-53.  There  were  75  male  and  67  female 
illegitimate  births,  and  this  gives  rates  of  9 1 -58  and  87*35  respectively. 

The  recent  fluctuations  in  the  general  birth-rate  are  of  considerable 
interest.  A persistent  decline  in  this  rate  set  in  after  1875  and 
although  accompanied  by  a declining  death-rate,  has  given  rise  to 
grave  concern,  as  it  was  producing  certain  undesirable  changes  in 
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the  constitution  of  population.  The  compensation  from  the 
declining  birth-rate  effected  by  the  falling  death-rate  was  only 
partial,  and  since  1910  there  has  been  a lessening  of  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 

Such  a state  of  affairs,  if  long  continued,  would  constitute  a threat 
to  national  security. 

Another  untoward  result  of  the  declining  birth-rate  was  the 
gradual  accumulation  of  persons  living  at  the  higher  ages  which 
was  the  altering  of  the  age  constitution  of  the  population  and 
would  in  time  profoundly  modify  the  ratio-  characteristics  of  the 
British  people.  rcxnia  ( 

In  1942,  occurred  a definite  rise  in  the  birth-rate  which  was 
continued  until  1945,  when  it  dropped  slightly  following  the  depart- 
ure overseas  of  large  numbers  of  men  on  active  service.  An  even 
more  pronounced  rise  has  occurred  during  1946,  when  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  the  highest  recorded  since  1923.  It  would 
therefore  appear  that  the  upward  trend  is  steady  and  if  maintained, 
will  remove  any  doubts  as  to  the  virility  and  fidelity’ of  the  nation, ' 
although  it  should  be  noted  in  passing  that  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  women  of  child  bearing  age  which  is  one  of  the  results 
of  the  decline  in  the  birth-rate  will  be  a limiting  factor  in  the 
production  of  a high  birth-rate  for  some  20 — 30  years. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Isle  and  the  local  birth- 
rates have  followed  the  general  trends  within  narrow  limits.  The 
birth-rate  in  1946  rose  from  18*07  to  I9'03  per  thousand  population 
and  is  slightly  below  the  rate  of  19*1  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  stillbirth  rate  in  the  Isle  is  lower  than  that  for  the  country, 
being  25*8  per  thousand  total  births  as  against  28  per  thousand. 

This  rate  is  influenced  by  many  factors,  some  of  which  are  at 
present  obscure,  and  the  subject  of  intensive  research  work.  It  is 
widely  recognised,  however,  that  the  stillbirth  rate  tends  to  be 
lowered  where  the  maternity  services  are  efficient  and  easily 
available. 


Illegitimate  Births. 

Although  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births 
took  place  in  1946,  the  continuance  of  an  incidence  more  than 
twice  as  high  as  in  the  pre-war  years  would  appear  to  indicate 
that  some  powerful  factor  is  at  work.  It  is  probable  that  the 
shortage  of  houses  is  acting  as  a deterrent  to  marriages  which  would 
otherwise  take  place  to  legalise  irregular  relationships  between 
young  couples. 

The  mortality  among  illegitimate  infants  has  long  been  a cause 
for  concern  and  while  an  unexpected  drop  occurred  in  1945,  figures 
for  1946  have  risen  sharply  and  indicate  the  necessity  for  increased 
surveillance. 
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So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  these  deaths  do  not  tend  to  occur 
with  any  frequency  among  the  infants  of  unmarried  mothers  dealt 
with  through  schemes  operating  under  Circular  2866  either  in  this 
County,  or  any  adjoining  Counties  from  which  some  of  these  births 
are  transferred.  As  every  known  method  is  encouraged  to 
obtain  early  information  with  regard  to  extra-marital  pregnancies, 
administrative  steps  would  appear  to  be  called  for. 

It  is  suggested  that  amendment  of  notification  of  birth  forms  to 
contain  information  with  regard  to  legitimacy  would  be  valuable, 
and  would  probably  bring  more  of  these  cases  under  schemes 
operated  for  their  aid  although  at  too  late  a date  to  render  full 
aid.  Even  more  valuable  information  might  be  supplied  by 
general  practitioners  who  were  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  County 
Health  Staff  and  who  notified  cases  of  illness  among  illegitimate 
infants  in  order  that  health  visitors  might  assess  the  degree  of 
home  care  given  and  arrange  for  removal  of  the  infants  to  hospital 
or  other  institutions,  for  example,  residential  nurseries,  if  this  were 
desirable. 


Year 

Illegitimate 

Births 

1937 

63 

1938 

61 

1939 

59 

1940 

61 

1941 

64 

1942 

82 

1943 

98 

1944 

149 

1945 

166 

1946 

142 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  in  1946  numbered  1004  compared  with  985  in  1945. 
Of  these  1004  deaths  (543  males  and  461  females),  619  occurred  in 
the  Urban  areas  and  385  in  the  Rural,  giving  a death-rate  per 
thousand  of  I2‘05. 

The  birth  and  death-rates  for  the  Isle  for  the  past  12  years  are 
shown  in  Table  I.  together  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 

The  slight  rise  in  the  general  death-rate  has  been  discernible  for 
the  past  15  years  and  it  is  possible  that  the  rise  will  persist  for 
some  years  following  on  the  increase  in  the  population  among  the 
higher  age  groups  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made. 
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The  local  rate  in  1946  was  12*05  per  thousand  population  as 
against  12' 16  in  1945,  but  in  spite  of  this  slight  reduction,  local 
death-rates  have  also  continued  to  rise  slightly  during  recent  years 
as  compared  with  the  rate  which  obtained  for  the  decennium 
1920 — 1930. 

Table  I. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Isle  of 

England 

Isle  of 

England 

Ely 

and  Wales 

Ely 

and  Wales 

1935 

1642 

147 

10  16 

117 

1936 

1624 

148 

*1088 

12  1 

1937 

1597 

149 

*1077 

124 

1938 

15  32 

151 

*10  63 

1L6 

1939 

1499 

15  0 

1157 

12  1 

1940 

1376 

146 

12  16 

143 

1941 

142 

14*2 

1L6 

129 

1942 

1676 

15'8 

1055 

1L6 

1943 

1649 

165 

1L83 

12  1 

1944 

1871 

176 

1232 

11’6 

1945 

1807 

167 

12  16 

11 '4 

1946 

E*aiscMgzjB3jaasgs.isrriffs«n 

19  03 

19  1 

12  05 

11‘5 

* Corrected  Rates. 


Table  II. 


ISLE  OF  ELY 


Registered  Births 

Registered  Deaths 

1935 

1,355 

983 

1936 

1,327 

999 

1937 

1,303 

987 

1938 

1,248 

973 

1939 

1,234 

969 

1940 

1,201 

1,071 

1941 

1,286 

1,051 

1942 

1,424 

897 

1943 

1,373 

985 

1944 

1,535 

1,011 

1945 

1,464 

985 

1946 

1,586 

1,004 

Infantile  Mortality. 

A further  reduction  in  infantile  mortality  occurred  in  1946  when 
the  rate  was  37’2  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  40*3  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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Thirteen  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  malformation,  birth 
injuries,  etc.,  and  eighteen  to  prematurity;  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  together  caused  fifteen  deaths,  and  diarrhoea  seven 
deaths.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  whooping  cough  or  any 
other  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

I have  little  to  add  to  what  I have  already  written  in  my  two 
previous  reports  on  this  subject,  but  I should  like  to  stress  once 
again  that  while  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  the  lowest  rate  ever 
recorded  in  the  County,  it  is  still  possible  to  effect  a further 
reduction.  At  the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge,  it  would 
seem  that  a rate  of  25  per  thousand  total  births  will  result  from 
causes  which  cannot  yet  be  controlled,  that  is,  prematurity, 
congenital  malformations,  etc.  This  figure  may  be  regarded  as  an 
irreducible  minimum,  and  any  rate  above  this  may  still  be  improved. 
In  1946,  in  the  Isle,  the  non-preventable  deaths  among  infants 
produced  a rate  of  22*06  per  thousand  births. 


Table  III. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 


Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

1912 

9013 

95 

1929 

833 

74 

1913 

9524 

109 

1930 

52M9 

60 

1914 

100  80 

105 

1931 

5811 

66 

1915 

9222 

110 

1932 

53  68 

65 

1916 

• — 

91 

1933 

577 

64 

1917 

70  7 

96 

1934 

5859 

59 

1918 

109  3 

97 

1935 

4649 

57 

1919 

838 

89 

1936 

6029 

59 

1920 

69  04 

80 

1937 

5835 

58 

1921 

8513 

83 

1938 

5689 

53 

1922 

60  4 

77 

1939 

41  96 

50 

1923 

6357 

69 

1940 

5028 

55 

1924 

5886 

75 

1941 

49  15 

59 

1925 

65  66 

75 

1942 

5056 

49 

1926 

60  42 

70 

1943 

4588 

49 

1927 

6491 

69 

1944 

44'9 

46 

1928 

58  94 

65 

1945 

40  3 

46 

1946 

372 

43 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  women  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth,  giving  a 
rate  of  1*23  per  thousand  total  births. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  in  the  County  in  1946  comprised 
seventeen  from  Influenza  and  one  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
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Deaths  from  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

In  1946  there  were  again  no  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic 
diseases,  and  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  record  that  for  the  second 
year  in  succession,  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  was  recorded. 

Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (13  in  males 
and  6 in  females)  during  1946. 

The  deaths  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  numbered 4,  a decrease 
of  six  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  rise  in  the  rates  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  which  occurred  in  the  early  pre-war  years,  has  only 
produced  a temporary  disturbance  in  the  steady  downward  curve. 
The  rate  recorded  in  1946  creates  a newlow  record  and  the  appended 
table  shows  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  a vanishing  disease  and 
that  the  present  mortality  is  less  than  half  the  rate  which  obtained 
20  years  ago.  This  is  a very  considerable  achievement  which  may 
be  attributed  partly  to  better  and  earlier  diagnosis,  but  mainly  to 
the  operation  of  satisfactory  schemes  for  the  prevention  and 
treatment  of  this  disease. 

The  fall  in  the  mortality  from  all  forms  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  not  so  steady,  although  a general  downward  trend 
is  apparent  in  the  rates.  As  a high  proportion  of  cases  in  this 
category  are  traceable  to  an  infected  milk  supply,  further  action 
in  the  control  of  bovine  tuberculosis  is  called  for. 

The  following  are  the  death-rates  per  thousand  from  tuberculosis 
since  1926 : — 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1926 

506 

195 

•701 

1927 

'568 

052 

'620 

1928 

810 

116 

‘926 

1929 

614 

154 

•768 

1930 

476 

154 

630 

1931 

•412 

219 

631 

1932 

'458 

153 

•611 

1933 

'456 

177 

‘633 

1934 

'489 

123 

612 

1935 

•436 

109 

•545 

1936 

392 

147 

'538 

1937 

•453 

074 

‘527 

1938 

'294 

■147 

•441 

1939 

'358 

155 

•513 

1940 

•447 

138 

•584 

1941 

'298 

088 

'386 

1942 

•189 

105 

•295 

1943 

•372 

06 

•432 

1944 

‘292 

097 

39 

1945 

235 

123 

357 

1946 

•227 

047 

•275 
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Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of 

Isle  of  Ely  in  1946.  
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Other  Causes  of  Death. 

More  than  half  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  1946  were  caused 
by  diseases  mainly  encountered  in  advanced  age.  Disease  of  the 
circulatory  system  was  the  principal  contributory  cause  producing 
473  deaths  and  cancer  (all  types)  160  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  99  deaths,  diseases  of 
the  digestive  system  38,  and  nephritis  30  deaths. 

Full  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  county  are  shown  in 
the  tables  on  pages  20 — 23. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  6 7%  of  the  total  1004  deaths,  were  of 
persons  aged  65  years  or  over. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Ambulances. 

The  County  Council  does  not  operate  its  own  ambulance  service 
but  local  needs  appeared  to  be  satisfied  by  the  various  district 
arrangements,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Thorney  and  district. 

The  Borough  of  Wisbech  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  of 
March  and  Ely  each  provide  an  ambulance  service ; in  Chatteris 
and  in  Manea  the  services  are  provided  by  Voluntary  Committees, 
and  at  Whittlesey,  Wisbech,  Upwell  and  Littleport,  by  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade.  There  is  a lack  of  uniformity  in 
working  arrangements  as  varying  limits  to  journeys  are  imposed  by 
certain  of  the  Committees,  and  the  provision  of  attendants  appears 
to  have  been  made  only  in  the  March  district  where  volunteers  of 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  man  the  ambulances. 

The  Volunteer  Car  Pool  is  now  superseded  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service  which  is  operated  jointly  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services, 
but  the  number  of  drivers  has  dropped  since  the  end  of  the  war 
and  the  County  is  not  fully  covered  at  the  present  time.  I cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  value  I place  on  the  service  of  these 
volunteers  in  assisting  sitting-car  cases  to  attend  hospitals  inside, 
or  outside  the  County  boundary. 
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DISTRICT  AMBULANCES. 


No.  of 
Ambulances 

Controlling  Authority 
or  Body 

Where  garaged 

Wisbech  ... 

Two 

Joint  Committee  for 
Borough  of  Wisbech, 
Wisbech  and  Marsh- 
land R.D.C.’s 

W.  H.  Johnson  & Sons 
Ltd.,  Church  Terrace, 
Wisbech 

March 

One 

March  U.D.C. 

Messrs.  Peck  & Packer, 
Dartford  Road,  March 

Ely 

One 

Joint  Committee  for 
Ely  U.D.C.  &R.D.C. 

Council’s  Depot, 

Barton  Road,  Ely 

Chatteris... 

One 

Chatteris  Ambulance 
Committee,  Hon.  Sec. 
C.  J.Webb,  Chatteris. 

Messrs.  Crawley  & 
Crawley,  Chatteris 

Manea 

One 

Manea  New  Ambulance 
Fund,  Hon.  Sec., 

F.  J.  Rumbelow, 
‘Claremont,’  Station 
Road,  Manea 

W.  Richardson, 

“ Ashdene,  ’ ’ Wisbech 
Road,  Manea 

Wisbech  ... 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  Officer  i/c, 
Mr.  S.  V.  G.  Jones,  15, 
Bedford  St.,  Wisbech 

S.  C.  Sharpe’s,  Lynn 
Road  Garage , W isbech 

Whittlesey 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  Officer  i/c, 
Mr.  J.  Wildbore,  14, 
Horsegate,  Whittlesey 

Messrs.  Morley’s, 

West  End  Garage, 

Whittlesey 

Littleport 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  Officer  i/c. 
Mr. Game,  Hempfield 
Place,  Littleport 

Private  Garage, 

Hempfield  Road, 
Littleport 

Upwell 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  Officer  i/c, 
Mr.  S.  Hempson, 
Three  Holes 

Lang  Horns  Lane, 

Outwell 

v INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  AMBULANCES. 

No.  of 
Ambulances 

Controlling  Authority 
or  Body 

Where  kept 

Wisbech  ... 

One 

Wisbech  Joint  Iso- 
lation Hospital  Board 

Messrs.  Johnson’s 
Garage,  Church  Ter- 
race, Wisbech 

Ely 

One 

. Ely  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board 

Isolation  Hospital,  Ely 
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Laboratory  Service. 

The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  whereby  for  the  payment  of  an 
annual  grant  the  facilities  of  the  nearest  laboratory  at  Tennis 
Court  Road,  Cambridge,  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  all  doctors 
in  the  area.  No  limit  is  placed  on  the  number  of  specimens  which 
may  be  sent,  but  pathological  and  biochemical  work  is  not  under- 
taken nor  are  the  more  complicated  serological  tests  such  as  the 
Wasserman  and  Kahn  undertaken  except  for  routine  ante-natal 
investigations.  The  service  has  been  of  the  greatest  value  to 
general  practitioners  in  the  area  and  in  the  investigation  of  outbreak 
of  infections  in  schools  or  in  institutions. 

Institutional  Treatment — County  Hospital,  Doddington. 

This  Hospital,  which  was  set  up  as  a Class  iA.  E.M.S.  Hospital 
in  1943,  containing  148  beds,  functioned  to  an  increasing  extent 
as  a county  general  hospital  during  1946,  when  the  Ministry  of  Health 
reduced  the  reservation  on  beds  from  100%  basis  on  which  the 
Hospital  was  started  down  to  50%  as  from  the  1st  April  and  to 
33%  as  from  the  1st  September.  The  year  was  one  of  steady 
development  in  all  directions  and  the  response  in  demands  for 
treatment  was  gratifying.  The  professional  staff  was  augmented, 
structural  alterations  were  proceeded  with  according  to  plans  drawn 
up  in  1945  and  certain  replacements  of  equipment  were  effected. 
The  convenience  of  having  a centrally  situated  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  schemes  under  the  School  Health  Service  also  became 
apparent  as  the  year  wore  on  and  increasing  use  was  made  of  the 
in-patient  and  out-patient  facilities  offered  there  especially  for 
general  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  for  ear,  nose  and  throat  work. 

Mr.  Alan  Conway,  F.R.C.S.,  was  appointed  Surgeon  Superin- 
tendent in  January  and  was  assisted  by  a Resident  Medical  Officer 
of  senior  grade.  The  following  consultants  continued  to  visit  at 
regular  intervals,  or  as  cases  accumulated. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Cole  (Physician). 

Mr.  O.  Lloyd  (Gynecologist). 

Mr.  R.  Weeden-Butler  (Orthopaedic  Surgeon). 

Mr.  A.  S.  H.  Walford  (Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon). 

Mr.  J.  Lewin  (Consultant  Surgeon). 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  F.  R.  Berridge  was  appointed 
visiting  Radiologist. 

The  technical  staff  consisted  of  a part-time  Radiographer  and 
part-time  Dispenser  and,  as  it  proved  impossible  to  obtain  a visiting 
Physiotherapist,  the  Public  Health  Committee  linked  up  with  the 
Education  Committee  for  the  joint  appointment  of  a Physiotherapist 
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to  the  Hospital  and  an  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Sister.  More  fully 
trained  nursing  staff  were  employed  and  male  nurses  proved  a 
very  valuable  addition  to  the  establishment,  but  it  became 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  a sufficient  number  of  assistant 
nurses  after  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  was  wound  up.  This 
shortage  coupled  with  the  knowledge  that  there  was  good  training 
material  available,  influenced  the  Committee’s  decision  to  seek  for 
recognition  as  an  Affiliated  Training  School  and  a preliminary 
approach  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  was  made. 

With  regard  to  the  structural  improvements,  it  may  be  said  that 
work  has  gone  on  more  or  less  continuously  since  the  Hospital  was 
appropriated  in  1944.  During  1946  the  kitchen  department  was 
enlarged  and  entirely  remodelled  at  a high  cost  and  when  completed 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  proved  highly  attractive  to  the 
domestic  staff  with  its  gleaming  white  tiles,  the  chromium  and 
enamel  fitments,  its  one  way  traffic  and  the  labour  saving  devices. 

The  Sisters’  Home  was  modernised  and  enlarged  and  an  old 
ward  situated  over  the  main  entrance  was  converted  into  quarters 
for  the  nursing  staff  on  night  duty.  Several  minor  improvements 
were  also  carried  out  such  as  the  installation  of  adequate  exterior 
lighting  and  the  replacement  of  certain  windows  and  doors. 

Much  new  hospital  equipment  was  delivered  during  the  year, 
the  most  important  item  being  the  new  operating  table.  A certain 
amount  of  new  furniture  was  provided  for  the  staff  quarters. 

The  initial  plans  for  urgent  improvements  having  been  carried 
into  effect,  the  Committee  next  considered  further  developments 
which  would  improve  the  facilities  for  treatment.  A list  of  out- 
standing needs  was  drawn  up  as  follows  : — 

Out-Patient  Department. 

Children’s  Block. 

More  suitable  accommodation  for  Superintendent. 

Covered  in  passage  way  between  wards. 

Laboratory. 

Extension  of  nurses’  home. 

Improvement  to  drainage  system. 

Plans  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval,  but  owing 
to  the  controls  imposed  on  all  new  building,  approval  was  obtained 
only  for  minimal  schemes  under  the  last  two  items  which  would 
carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  contained  in  Circular  55/46. 
As  it  was  considered  essential  to  set  up  a Physiotherapy  Depart- 
ment, plans  were  passed  for  the  conversion  of  a disused  small 
ward  near  the  main  entrance  which  entailed  minor  internal 
alterations  and  some  fixtures, 


28 


The  Secretary  has  submitted  the  following  statistics  which  show 
a gratifying  increase  on  the  work  carried  out  during  1945  : — 


Remaining  In-Patients  from  previous  year 

59 

Admissions 

956 

Discharges 

....  876 

Deaths 

54 

Transfers  .... 

26 

Remaining  on  last  day  of  year  .... 

59 

No.  of  Operations 

....  587 

Out-Patient  Attendances 

....  3,680 

Number  of  cases  examined  in  X-ray  Department 

....  2,362 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913 — 1938. 

On  the  1st  January,  1947,  there  were  known  to  be  212  persons 
in  the  Isle  suffering  from  some  form  of  mental  defect. 

There  were  99  males  and  113  females,  of  whom  36  and  49 
respectively  were  in  institutions. 

Of  the  remainder,  55  (23  males  and  32  females)  were  under 
statutory  supervision  and  68  (40  males  and  28  females)  were  under 
voluntary  supervision. 

Table. 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Institution 

At  Home 

On 

Licence 

Institution 

At  Home 

On 

Licence 

under 

16 

over 

16 

under 

16 

over 

16 

over 

16 

under 

16 

over 

16 

under 

16 

over 

16 

over 

16 

Moral  Im- 
beciles 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Imbeciles 

4 

16 

1 

18 

— 

1 

17 

4 

11 

— 

Idiots 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Feeble- 

minded 

1 

12 

4 

40 

— 

— 

29 

1 

40 

4 

5 31  5 58  — 1 48  5 55  4 


212 
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The  supervision  of  mental  defectives  in  their  own  homes  is  now 
carried  out  by  the  health  visitor  in  each  district  as  there  is  no 
longer  a special  visitor  for  this  work.  The  health  visitors  also 
assist  in  the  matter  of  ascertainment. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

But  for  the  war  the  Isle  would  by  now  have  possessed  its  own 
Home  for  mental  defectives.  A site  on  the  outskirts  of  March 
was  purchased  in  1936  and  plans  for  a 100  bed  institution  had 
been  finally  approved  by  the  Board  of  Control  when  the  new 
building  was  stopped.  In  the  meantime  the  disposal  of  our  mental 
defectives  in  other  areas  is  an  ever  increasing  problem  creating 
continual  administrative  difficulties  and  giving  rise  to  much 
fruitless  correspondence. 

The  Ely  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Control  for  the  reception  of  10  females. 

The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  for  11  beds  at  Cell  Barnes  Colony. 

Other  cases  are  accommodated  as  and  when  vacancies  can  be 
secured  at  various  institutions. 

The  provision  of  these  agreements  do  not  remotely  cover  our 
needs  and  the  pressure  for  places  has  become  most  acute  now  that 
one  institution  after  another  is  being  closed  down  owing  to  lack  of 
staff.  The  situation  promises  to  increase  in  gravity. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 


No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  existing  arrangements  for  this 
service. 


Place 

Address 

Surgeon 

Time 

Ely 

Dispensary,  St. 
Mary’s  Street 

Mr.  Weedon  Butler 

2nd  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  11  a.m. 

Wisbech 

North  Cambs. 
Hospital 

Mr.  Weedon  Butler 

3rd  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  11  a.m. 

Peterborough 

Memorial  Hospital 

Mr.  Sleggs 

2nd  Tuesday  in  each 
month  at  2 p.m. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  report  of  Messrs.  John  Taylor 
and  Sons,  Consulting  Engineers,  was  received  and  placed  before 
the  Council  for  consideration. 

The  following  decisions  were  taken  : — 

(i) .  That  the  recommendations  incorporated  in  the  report  be 
approved,  subject  to  the  amendments  or  additions  indicated  in 
the  following  resolutions,  and  that  communications  based  thereon, 
conveying  approval  of  the  schemes  submitted,  and  containing 
appropriate  observations  regarding  the  existing  circumstances  in 
the  respective  areas,  be  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
the  various  local  authorities  concerned. 

(ii) .  That  the  attention  of  the  Ministry  and  the  Ely  Urban 
District  Council  be  drawn  to  the  item  contained  in  the  water  supply 
scheme  submitted  by  that  authority  in  respect  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  3"  main  from  Middle  Fen  Bridge  to  Stuntney, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £1,067/10/0,  having  regard  to  the  supply 
of  water  already  available  from  a 12"  pumping  main  for  approx- 
imately 100  houses  in  the  area  effected. 

(iii) .  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  3"  main  in  Springhead  Lane,  Ely,  to  complete  the 
circuit  by  joining  up  in  the  Vineyards,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£228/15/0,  considered  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  be  desirable, 
is  essential. 

(iv) .  That  tentative  proposals  for  the  extension  of  water  mains 
in  the  Ely  Rural  District,  submitted  subsequent  to  the  issue  of 
the  report  of  Messrs.  John  Taylor  and  Sons,  be  approved,  subject 
to  the  scheme  being  regarded  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  as 
satisfactory. 

(v) .  That  the  Ely  Rural  District  Council  be  required  to  submit 
details  of  their  proposed  sewerage  schemes. 

(vi) .  That  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  scheme 
submitted  by  the  Wisbech  Rural  District  Council,  the  need  be 
urged  for  the  provision  of  a new  main  from  Guyhirn  to  Parson 
Drove,  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  pressure  available  except  at 

night. 

(vii) .  That  the  necessity  be  suggested  for  the  preparation  of  a 
joint  sewerage  scheme  in  respect  of  the  Parishes  of  Upwell  (Isle), 
Upwell  (Norfolk),  Outwell  (Isle)  and  Outwell  (Norfolk). 
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(viii).  That  the  Thorney  Rural  District  Council  be  required  to 
submit  particulars  of  their  negotiations  with  the  Peterborough 
Town  Council  for  the  supply  of  an  increased  quantity  of  water 
before  obtaining  tenders  in  respect  of  their  scheme. 

(ix) .  That  the  North  Witchford  Rural  District  Council  be 
required  to  submit  particulars  of  their  negotiations  with  the 
Wisbech  Waterworks  Company  for  an  improvement  in  the  pressure 
of  the  bulk  supply  to  Manea,  and  the  proposed  bulk  supply  to 
Benwick,  before  obtaining  tenders  in  respect  of  the  schemes 
affecting  those  villages. 

(x) .  That  the  Chatteris  Urban  District  Council  be  informed  of 
the  necessity  for  the  preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  in  respect 
of  their  area,  in  view  of  the  existing  unsatisfactory  arrangements 
in  that  district. 

No  grants  were  made  to  any  of  the  District  Councils  during  1946 
under  the  above  Act. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  held  enquiries  at  Whittlesey  on  the  9th 
May,  1946,  and  at  Thorney  on  the  19th  September,  in  connection 
with  the  proposals  which  had  been  submitted. 

The  Wisbech  Waterworks  Co.  withdrew  their  Bill  and  subsequently 
made  application  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  an  Order  under 
Section  23  of  the  Water  Act,  1945.  The  Chatteris  Urban  District 
Council  have  since  decided  to  have  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  area. 


Housing. 

Chatteris  Urban  District. 

Ten  temporary  bungalows  were  completed  by  the  Council  and 
six  permanent  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Council  entered  into  contracts  for  the  erection  of  40  perm- 
anent houses  and  bungalows  but  none  were  completed  during  the 
year  under  review. 

March  Urban  District. 

Eight  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  by  private  enter- 
prise. Thirteen  Licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  private 
houses,  eight  for  owner-occupation  and  five  for  letting. 

Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

Local  Authority  Housing. 

Contracts  let  for  38  houses,  16  of  which  were  under  construction 
at  31st  December,  1946,  none  were  completed. 

Private  Enterprise. 

No.  completed  to  31/12/46 ....  ....  • ••••  11 

No.  under  construction  at  31/12/46  ....  ....  9 
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Borough  of  Wisbech. 

Permanent  Housing. 

Site  obtained  and  in  course  of  preparation  for  250  houses  and 
flats.  Work  was  commenced  for  24  permanent  brick  houses 
and  50  permanent  B.I.S.F.  houses.  Tenders  were  invited  for  a 
further  24  brick  houses. 

Temporary  Housing. 

One  site  of  30  aluminium  houses  completed  and  all  houses 
occupied.  One  site  for  45  Tarran  houses  prepared  and  19  houses 
completed  and  occupied.  Negotiations  in  progress  for  a site  for 
a further  50  temporary  aluminium  houses. 

Private  Enterprise. 

Plans  were  deposited  and  approved  under  Building  Byelaws 
and  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  for : — 

(1)  19  new  dwellings. 

(2)  2 rebuilding  of  war  damaged  houses. 

Of  these,  11  under  (1)  and  2 under  (2)  were  licenced  and  10 
completed  in  1946.  Four  dwellings  were  completed  in  that  year. 

Ely  Rural  District. 

Permanent  Houses. 

No.  covered  by  contracts  placed  at  1/1/46 
„ ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  during  1946 


No.  of  sites  covered  by  above,  13. 

No.  under  construction  as  at  1/1/46 
,,  commenced  during  1946 

No  completed  and  occupied  by  end  of  1946 

2 bedroom  bungalows  ....  ....  6 

3 bedroom  houses  ....  ....  ....  34 

No.  let  to  members  of  agricultural  population 


60 

124 

184 

46 

124 

170 

Total  40 
27 
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Under  construction  as  at  31/12/46. 


Stage  of 

Bungalows 

Houses 

Completion 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

0/ 

/o 

One  Two 

Three  Four 

Total 

76—99 

4 

5i  1 

56 

51—75 

4 

1 7 1 

22 

26—50 

....  .... 

4 .... 

4 

To  25% 

6 2 

38  2 

48 

10  6 

no  4 

130 

130 

170 

Not  commenced 

as  at  31/12/46 

2 

12 

14 

14 

184 

Temporary  Houses. 

Hutments  at  former  R.A.F.  Hospital  Annexe,  Ely  Road, 
Littleport,  and  Witchford  Airfield  taken  over  for  conversion  to 
temporary  housing  use. 

Four  3-bedroom  temporary  dwellings  provided  by  31/12/46, 
by  conversions  at  Littleport  Hospital  Annexe. 

Private  Enterprise. 

No.  licenced  as  at  1/1/46  ....  13 

„ „ during  1946  ....  - 37 

50 

No.  completed  during  1946  ....  10 

,,  under  erection  as  at  31/12/46  33 

,,  not  commenced  as  at  31/12/46  7 

50 

T homey  Rural  District  Council. 

No  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

A contract  was  placed  for  the  construction  of  10  permanent 
houses  in  November,  1946. 

A contract  for  the  preparation  of  a housing  site  for  32  houses 
was  executed. 

No  temporary  houses  were  erected  or  contemplated  during  the 
year. 
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Wisbech  Rural  District. 

Permanent  Housing — as  at  31/12/46. 

Sites. 

Possession  obtained,  development  or  house  erection 

not  yet  begun  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  -•••  3^ 

Developed  or  under  development,  house  erection  not 

yet  begun  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  x72 

New  Dwellings . 

No.  on  tenders  approved  3^ 

No.  under  construction  ....  ....  — • 3^ 

Completed 

Housing  under  Licence — Permanent  Housing. 

New  Dwellings. 

Under  construction  ....  ....  -•••  x7 

Completed  ....  ....  -•••  •••-  ••••  •---  9 


Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  the  schools  varies  with  the  age  of  the 
building  and  with  its  situation.  Many  of  the  older  schools  are 
obsolete  in  design  and  many  of  the  more  recently  constructed 
schools  are  not  yet  connected  up  to  a piped  water  supply. 

Re-arrangement  of  schools  and  extensive  re-building  is  antici- 
pated under  the  Development  Plan,  Section  II.,  Education  Act, 
1944,  and  possibly  long  before  this  takes  place  improvements  in 
the  sanitary  arrangements  will  be  effected  following  action  taken 
under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944.  One 
rural  school  was  connected  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
received  from  head  teachers. 


Schools 

concerned 

81 

Diph- 

theria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whoop- 

ing 

cough 

Chic- 

ken 

pox 

Meas- 

les 

German 

measles 

Mumps 

Total 

Cases 

1 

49 

67 

176 

76 

10 

413 

792 

Contacts  ... 

1 

3 

2 

4 

... 

1 

2 

13 

No  schools  were  closed  by  or  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Report  of  the  County  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 

for  1946. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs 
authority  for  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county  to  carry  into 
execution  and  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to : 

(a)  the  composition  of  food  and  drugs, 

(b)  margarine,  margarine-cheese,  butter  & milk-blended  butter, 

(c)  prohibition  of  sale  of  tubercule  infected  milk  or  milk  from 

cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and 

(d)  licensing  and  control  of  T.T.  and  Accredited  milk  producers. 
The  provisions  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  requiring  pre- 
packed food  (with  a few  exceptions)  to  be  labelled  with  the 
ingredient  contained  in  the  article,  are  administered  in  conjunction 
with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  requirements  concerning  the 
composition  of  food  and  drugs. 

These  enactments  are  in  the  main  directed  towards  two  distinct 
objects,  namely,  the  safeguarding  of  public  health  and  the  protection 
of  purchasers  from  fraud  and  deception. 

Composition  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

Samples  taken  and  requiring  examination  under  this  heading 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County : 

Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Tenison  Road, 

Cambridge.  . 

318  such  samples  were  taken  during  1946,  and  301  were  submitted 

to  the  Public  Analyst. 

A summary  of  the  articles  sampled  showing  the  number  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  is  given  in  the  following  table : — 


Number  regarded  as 

“ 

adulterated  or 

Number 

not  up  to 

Article  Sampled 

taken 

standard 

Baking  Powder 

5 

— 

Beef  Cubes  .... 

2 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

4 

— 

Bun  Flour  ....  

4 

I 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mixtures 

12 

— 

Cereals 

3 

— 

Cocoa 

2 

.... 

Custard  Powder  

2 

.... 

Dried  Herbs  

2 

.... 

Dried  Milk  .... 

1 

I 

Drinking  Chocolate 

2 

.... 

36 


Number  regarded  as 
adulterated  or 


Article  Sampled 

Number 

taken 

not  up  to 
standard 

Drugs  

15 

.... 

Faggotts 

2 

— 

Gelatine 

7 

Ice  Cream  .... 

5 

Jam 

2 

Lard  (including  Cooking  Fat) 

5 

Lemonade  Crystals  and  Powders.... 

4 

Malted  Foods 

8 

2 

Milk 

129 

21 

Mincemeat  .... 

2 

. • • • 

Miscellaneous 

21 

.... 

Pepper  ....  

4 

.... 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

6 

I 

Soft  Drinks 

2 

I 

Soup  Powder 

2 

.... 

Spices 

4 

.... 

Spirits  

12 

2 

Stuffings  

4 

.... 

Sweets 

22 

.... 

Table  Dessert  

3 

.... 

Tea  .... 

4 

.... 

Throat  Tablets  ....  

1 

I 

Vinegar 

15 

I 

318 

31 

Of  the  21  samples  of  milk  reported  as  unsatisfactory  18  were 
deficient  in  fat  and  3 contained  added  water.  The  two  adverse 
samples  of  spirits  both  contained  added  water,  and  the  sample  of 
sausages  showed  added  preservative.  Proceedings  were  instituted 
in  respect  of  these  adulterations  and  cautions  were  issued  in  respect 
of  all  other  infringements. 

Brief  details  of  prosecutions  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Licensed  Victualler  selling  Gin  containing  5 '03%  of  added 

water.  Convicted  and  fined  £1/1/0  and  15/-  costs. 

2.  Licenced  Victualler  selling  Whisky  containing  6*88%  of  added 

water.  Convicted  and  fined  £5  with  15/-  costs. 

3.  Milk  retailer  selling  milk  containing  5 ’66%  of  added  water 

(two  cases).  Convicted  and  fined  £6  with  £3/15/0  costs. 

4.  Butcher  selling  sausages  containing  preservatives  the  presence 

of  which  was  not  declared.  Case  dismissed,  son  of 

defendant  refused  to  give  evidence. 


Margarine,  Margarine-Cheese,  Butter 
and  Milk-Blended  Butter. 

There  is  one  butter  factory  registered  with  the  county  council. 
It  was  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  were  being  complied  with. 

Examination  of  Milk  for  T.B. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  take  as  many  samples  as  possible 
under  this  heading  from  milk  which  is  sold  to  the  public  in  a raw 
state.  Unfortunately  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Cambridge, 
in  whose  laboratory  these  examinations  are  carried  out,  can  only 
accept  a limited  number  of  samples. 

47  samples  were  taken  and  in  two  cases  it  was  found  that 
infected  milk  was  being  sold  to  the  public.  Details  of  the  2 
positive  samples  were  immediately  telephoned  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  Cambridge, 
who  ordered  an  examination  of  the  herds.  In  both  cases  a cow 
was  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Government’s  proposed  measures  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  nation’s  milk  supply  will  be  brought  into 
operation  at  an  early  date.  The  proposals  are  to  make  it  an 
offence  to  sell  milk  by  retail  unless  it  is  T.T.,  heat-treated,  or 
' Accredited  milk  from  a single  herd. 

Licensing  and  Control  of  T.T.  and 
Accredited  Milk  Producers. 

There  were  12  T.T.  and  21  Accredited  licences  in  force  during 
the  year.  The  figure  for  T.T.  licences  is  the  highest  on  record  for 
the  county  and  an  increase  of  5 on  the  previous  year. 

Practically  every  licence  holder  was  sampled  four  times  during 
the  year.  In  all,  173  samples  were  taken  of  which  49  were 
incorrect.  The  testing  of  these  samples  is  undertaken  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  at  their  Cambridge  Laboratory.  Four 
licences  were  suspended  by  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  during  the  year. 

Regulation  55G. 

This  regulation  deals  with  the  testing  of  pasteurised  milk  to 
ascertain  that  it  has  been  adequately  heat-treated.  Although  not 
actually  in  force  the  Ministry  of  Food  recommend  that  sampling 
might  commence  as  a bonus  is  being  paid  to  milk  dealers  for  the 
heat-treatment  of  milk.  5 samples  were  taken  and  they  were  all 
correct. 

F.  W.  Crabtree, 

County  Inspector . 


38 


PREVENTION  AND 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  is  set  out  in  the 
adjoining  table,  and  it  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  out- 
breaks of  the  more  serious  types  such  as  smallpox  and  typhoid 
fever  followed  the  reception  back  into  the  community  of  large 
numbers  of  men  who  had  been  on  active  service  abroad. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout  the  year  and  the  virulence 
of  the  infection  continued  to  be  low.  There  is  a good  deal  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  nursing  cases  in  the  home  where  they  are  not  so 
prone  to  develop  complications,  but  if  isolation  is  not  adequate 
and  expert  nursing  cannot  be  arranged,  it  is  advisable  to  transfer 
cases  of  this  disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

It  would  appear  that  the  sulphonamide  group  of  drugs  can 
control  the  disease  and  its  complications  to  a certain  extent,  but 
it  is  not  yet  clear  how  far  their  application  can  control  the  incidence 
of  the  causative  organisms  in  the  noses  and  throats  of  carriers. 

Diphtheria. 

Four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  1946  and  there 
was  again  no  death.  These  figures  are  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
records  of  pre-immunisation  days  when  it  was  usual  to  receive 
anything  from  50 — 100  notifications  even  in  years  free  from 
epidemics,  and  when  several  deaths  occurred  annually. 

Under  Circular  193/45,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authorities 
were  made  responsible  for  the  immunisation  of  children  under  5 
years  in  their  areas.  Existing  schemes  were  reviewed  and  it  was 
decided  to  continue  the  arrangements  whereby  the  county  medical 
staff  carried  out  the  bulk  of  this  work  at  clinic  centres  and  in 
schools.  The  district  schemes  operating  in  the  Wisbech  borough 
and  rural  districts,  and  Whittlesey  urban  district  were  not  disturbed, 
and  general  practitioners  continued  to  immunise  children  referred 
to  them  through  their  respective  councils  for  the  approved  fee.  A 
close  link-up  was  made  with  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
for  the  interchange  of  detailed  information.  Propaganda  was 
distributed  at  infant  welfare  centres  and  “ First  Birthday  Cards  ” 
were  sent  to  the  parents  of  each  child  whose  birth  had  been 
notified  to  the  Department. 

In  addition,  a special  drive  was  started  to  emphasize  the  value 
of  one  booster  dose  of  antigen  to  a child  entering  school. 

Numbers  immunised  at  County  Clinics  during  ig46. 

Under  5 years ....  ....  ....  511 

5 — 15  years  309 
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Measles. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  very  low  but  as  measles 
epidemics  tend  to  occur  in  biennial  waves,  this  was  to  be  anticipated 
following  the  high  incidence  during  1945. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  in  1946  was  64  as  against 
101  in  1945  and  297  in  1944.  It  therefore  appears  likely  that 
there  will  be  a heavier  incidence  in  1947  as  this  disease,  like  measles, 
tends  to  occur  in  biennial  waves.  Although  it  is  certain  that  all 
cases  of  measles  are  not  notified  for  the  reason  that  general 
practitioners  are  often  not  called  in,  this  is  unlikely  to  happen  with 
whooping  cough  which  causes  severe  and  prolonged  illness. 

The  county  medical  staff  carried  out  12 1 preventive  inoculations 
and  it  is  known  that  many  general  practitioners  are  immunising 
infants  in  their  private  practice  and  utilising  vaccines  in  the 
treatment  of  cases  when  they  occur.  This  work  is  still  in  an 
experimental  stage  and  further  evidence  is  awaited  as  to  the  value 
of  the  methods  in  use  in  this  country  and  in  America. 

Institutional  Provision. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  arrangements  described  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1938.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  northern 
half  of  the  county  are  admitted  to  the  Wisbech  Isolation  Hospital 
and  in  the  southern  half  to  the  Ely  Isolation  Hospital,  each  managed 
by  a Joint  Hospital  Board.  The  Ely  Hospital,  which  was  built  for 
the  purpose,  affords  adequate  facilities,  but  the  same  cannot  be  said 
of  the  Wisbech  Hospital  which  was  originally  adapted  and  which 
nothing  short  of  rebuilding  can  render  satisfactory. 

Cases  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  County  can  be  dealt  with  under 
an  agreement  with  the  King’s  Lynn  Borough  Council. 

As  a result  of  the  lessened  severity  of  scarlet  fever,  to  the  large 
measure  of  control  over  diphtheria  and  to  the  almost  total  disappear- 
ance of  the  enteric  group  of  diseases,  there  is  now  much  less  demand 
for  institutional  treatment  in  fever  hospitals,  and  wholesale  revision 
of  existing  institutional  arrangements  appears  to  be  called  for. 

Scabies  Order,  1941. 

The  local  sanitary  authorities  have  arrangements  whereby  a 
limited  number  of  cases  of  scabies  can  be  given  treatment  at  the 
Wisbech  Public  Assistance  Institution. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts 


for  the  Year  ending  1946. 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Disease 

r— < 

w 

Chatteris 

March 

Whittlesey 

Wisbech 

Total  Urban  Districts 

r— ( 

North  Witchford 

Thorney 

Wisbech 

J Total  Rural  Districts 

Combined  Total 

Small  Pox  . . 

s 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

14 

1 

33 

8 

58 

6 

4 

1 

15 

26 

84 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 

1 

• • 

2 

2 

.. 

• • 

2 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  . . 

14 

1 

• n 

18 

1 

34 

7 

10 

3 

7 

27 

61 

Cholera 

Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal 

m 

** 

Fever 

Encephalitis 

' 

* 

Lethargica 

Typhus  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

2 

Neonatorum 

2 

• • 

2 

.. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

3 

4 

1 

• * 

* * 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis 

1 

. . 

3 

4 

2 

10 

• • 

5 

. . 

2 

7 

17 

(a)  Pulmonary 

8 

6 

4 

6 

14 

38 

12 

• • 

2 

4 

18 

56 

(b)  Other  . . 

5 

2 

6 

7 

2 

22 

5 

• • 

• • 

2 

7 

29 

Malaria 

1 

! * * 

1 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles 

1 

3 

3 

. . 

48 

55 

• . 

4 

e • 

16 

20 

75 

Whooping  Cough  .. 
Other  Diseases 
(a)  Infective 

1 

1 

| 

45 

47 

1 

14 

' 

2 

17 

64 

Hepatitis  . . 

5 

5 

3 

3 

8 

(6)  Dysentery 

I 

11 

11 

11 

PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 
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Vaccination. 

The  details  regarding  the  administration  of  the  Vaccination  Acts 
will  be  found  on  page  41. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Health  Visiting. 

Staff. 

The  County  Nursing  Superintendent  acts  as  Inspector  of  Health 
Visitors,  of  whom  there  are  8 whole-time  employed  by  the  County 
Council  and  3 part-time  employed  by  District  Nursing  Associations. 
The  failure  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the  health  visiting  staff  owing  to 
shortage  of  qualified  nurses,  occasioned  these  part-time  appoint- 
ments. There  has  been  a vacancy  for  a full-time  health  visitor  in  the 
Ely  urban  area  since  1944,  and  one  in  the  March  area  since  1945. 

Summary  of  Work  carried  out  by  Health  Visitors. 

Notified  Live  Births  1835.  Notified  Still  Births  36.  Total  1871. 
Visits  to  expectant  mothers.  First  visits  192.  Total  visits  378. 
Visits  to  children  under  1 year  of  age.  First  visits  1684. 

Total  visits  731 7. 

Visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years. 

Total  visits  6729. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Centre  provided  and  maintained  by  the  County  Council — 1 (Manea) 
Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary  Associations — 8 

(March,  Wisbech, Thorney,  Whittlesey,  Ely,  Littleport,  Chatteris, 
Prickwillow) 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended  at 
the  Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were — 

Under  1 year  of  age — 425.  Over  1 year  of  age — 683. 

Several  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  had  to  transfer  for  the 
duration  of  the  war  to  temporary  premises  which  leave  a lot  to  be 
desired  ; either  there  is  inadequate  waiting  accommodation  or  there 
is  no  separate  rooms  for  consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer.  One 
of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  attends  regularly  at  the  Manea, 
Chatteris,  March,  Ely,  Littleport  and  Prickwillow  Centres  and 
general  practitioners  attend  the  others. 
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Area  Covered. 

Name  of  Midwife. 

Hon.  Sec.  of 

District  Nursing  Association. 

Benwick, 

Doddington, 

Wimblington. 

Nurse  H.  Henson, 

High  Street,  Doddington. 
Tel.:  Doddington  214. 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Payne, 
High  Street, 
Doddington. 

Ely, 

Witcham. 

District  Nurses’  Home, 

68,  Fieldside,  Ely. 

Tel.:  Ely  124. 

Miss  H.  M.  Willink, 
Palace  Green  Cottage, 
Ely. 

Haddenham  and 
Wil  burton. 

Nurse  M.  Lowe, 
Linden  Farm,  Haddenham. 
Tel.:  Haddenham  16. 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bester, 

High  Street 
Haddenham. 

Little  Downhara. 

Nurse  K.  Billiquez, 
School  Lane, 

Little  Downham. 

Tel.:  Pymoor  52. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Stockdale, 
The  Tower, 

Little  Downham. 

Littleport. 
and  Prick  willow. 

District  Nurses’  Home, 
33,  Hempfield  Place, 
Littleport. 

Tel.:  Littleport  296. 

t ft.  Hon.  Secs  : 

Miss  M.  Martin, 
Highfield  House, 
Littleport. 

Mrs.  M.  Goy, 

Main  Street,  Littleport. 

Leverington 
and  Gorefield. 

Nurse  Keable, 

High  Road,  Gorefield. 
Tel.:  Newton  74. 

H.  J.  Allitt, 
Manor  Farm, 
Newton. 

Manea  and 
Welches  Dam. 

Nurse  H.  Gloster, 

Mill  House,  Station  Rd., 
Manea. 

Tel.:  Manea  223. 

Mrs.  A.  Hazel, 
School  Lane, 
Manea. 

March. 

District  Nurses’  Home, 

2,  Regent  Avenue,  March. 
Tel.:  March  3176. 

H.  Moore,  Esq. 
March. 

Stretham  and 
Thetford. 

Nurse  H.  Cook, 

11,  Ely  Road,  Stretham. 
Tel.:  Stretham  235. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Stevens, 
Cambridge  Road, 
Stretham. 

Sutton, 

Mepal. 

Nurse  M.  V.  Rattew, 

16,  School  Lane. 

Tel.:  Sutton  214. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Papworth, 
High  Street,  Sutton. 

Thorney. 

Nurse  M.  Lawford, 

7a,  Abbey  Place, 
Thorney. 

Tel.:  Thorney  325. 

Mrs.  Smith, 

Gothic  House, 
Thorney. 

Whittlesey. 

Nurses  at — 

30,  Whitmore  Street, 
Whittlesey. 

Tel.:  Whittlesey  3181. 

Miss  Norris, 

35,  Broad  Srreet, 
Whittlesey. 

Wisbech. 

District  Nurses’  Home, 
42,  Norwich  Road, 
Wisbech. 

Mrs.  Barrett, 

13,  Tavistock  Road, 
Wisbech. 

Tel.:  687. 
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County  Council  Midwives. 


Area  Covered.  Name  of  Midwife. 


Chatteris. 

Nurse  F.  Millar, 

Guisborough  House, 

London  Road,  Chatteris. 

Tel.:  Chatteris  144. 

Fridaybridge. 

Nurse  J.  B.  D.  Benson, 
Heathfield,  Fridaybridge. 

Tel.:  Fridaybridge  246. 

Parson  Drove, 
Wisbech  St.  Mary. 

Nurse  A.  L.  Guiver, 

“ Pitsdale,” 

Leverington  Common, 

Nr.  Wisbech. 

Tel.:  Wisbech  St.  Mary  44. 

Gorefield. 

County  Nursing  Association 

Relief  Nurse 

Seconded  to  County  Council. 

COUNTY  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Services. 

The  ante-natal  scheme  introduced  in  1937  to  provide  for  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  examinations  has  continued  in  operation. 

The  county  ante-natal  clinic  was  transferred  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  the  County  Maternity  Home  to  Park  Hall,  Ruby  Street, 
Wisbech,  where  it  is  held  on  Tuesday  mornings  in  the  future  ; the 
weekly  post-natal  clinic  will  be  held  there  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Carlisle,  F.R.C.S.,  D.R.C.O.G.,  is  in  attendance. 


Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

Number  of  clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

Number  of  clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Voluntary  Associations 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the  clinics 
during  the  year 

611 

50 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally 
examined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined 
during  the  year  under  arrangements  made  by 
the  Council  with  private  Medical  Practitioners 

. 

545 

43 
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Domiciliary  Midwives. 

The  Scheme  formulated  under  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936,  whereby 
the  bulk  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  and  maternity  nursing  in  the 
area  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations  has  func- 
tioned very  satisfactorily  but  to  completely  cover  the  needs  of  the 
area  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  whole-time  County  Midwives 
in  three  districts  which  were  not  covered  for  midwifery  by  Voluntary 
Associations. 

There  are  13  District  Nursing  Associations  and  they  employ 
thirteen  Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives,  three  district  nurse  midwives, 
three  village  midwives,  two  general  trained  nurses  and  two  assistant 
nurses.  The  Associations  provide  nine  cars,  1 auto-cycle  and  six 
cycles,  whilst  three  cars  and  two  auto-cycles  are  privately  owned. 

The  filling  of  casual  vacancies  has  been  rendered  very  difficult 
by  the  extreme  shortage  of  midwives  and  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  appoint  a County  Relief  Midwife.  It  has  therefore 
been  essential  to  arrange  a system  of  mutual  relief  in  the  districts 
and  this  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  formation  of  the  County 
Nursing  Association  in  1942,  and  the  appointment  of  the  County 
Nursing  Superintendent. 

Supervision  of  Midwives. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent  who 
acts  as  Non-Medical  Supervisor.  The  total  number  of  midwives 
practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 
Institutions 

Totals 

Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority 

3 

6 

9 

Under  arrangements  made  with  the 
Local  Supervising  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  1 of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936 

21 

21 

In  Private  Practice  ... 

3 

— 

3 

27 

6 

33 

1 
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Number  of  Cases  attended  during  the  year  by  Midwives . 


Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Totals 

Employed  by  the  Council 
— as  Midwives 

126 

615 

741 

as  Maternity  Nurses 

101 

12 

113 

Employed  by  Voluntary  Assocs. 

— as  Midwives 

370 

370 

as  Maternity  Nurses 

346 

— 

346 

In  private  practice 

— as  Midwives 

2 

2 

as  Maternity  Nurses 

— 

227 

227 

TOTAL — as  Midwives 

496 

617 

1113 

as  Maternity  Nurses 

447 

239 

686 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  in  203  cases,  of  which  130  were 
domiciliary  and  73  occurred  in  institutions.  Sixteen  midwives  in 
practice  in  the  area  are  qualified  to  administer  analgesics  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

Institutional  Midwifery. 

(a)  County  Maternity  Home,  Wisbech. 

The  staffing  shortage  which  had  eased  towards  the  end  of  1945 
became  an  overwhelming  problem  as  the  year  wore  on,  and  the 
situation  was  aggravated  by  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  work 
carried  out.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  cramped  and  inadequate 
staff  quarters  contributed  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  and  retaining 
nursing  personnel  nor  that  the  heavy  working  conditions  proved 
unattractive  to  domestics. 

It  was  therefore  decided  to  improve  staffing  conditions  as  far 
as  possible  and  the  Home  was  completely  redecorated  during  the 
summer  months  when  the  call  for  beds  was  somewhat  less.  It 
was  further  decided  to  have  a food  lift  installed  to  ease  the  work 
of  the  kitchen  staff  and  to  have  certain  telephone  extensions  fitted 
to  assist  the  nursing  staff.  A part-time  secretary  was  appointed 
to  assist  the  Matron  in  the  administrative  work  and  a part-time 
sewing  woman  to  attend  to  the  upkeep  of  equipment.  It  was  also 
decided  to  make  arrangements  for  a food  store  to  be  fitted  out  in 
the  grounds  near  the  Home  and  to  instal  a system  of  electric  fans 
to  control  the  temperature  in  the  wards  and  kitchen. 

In  spite  of  difficulties  an  increasing  demand  for  beds  occurred 
throughout  the  year  and  the  Matron  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  statistics  with  regard  to  the  work  carried  out. 
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In  addition  to  152  local  residents,  99  expectant  mothers  from 
London  were  admitted  to  the  ante-natal  hostel  of  11  beds  and  then 
confined  in  the  Home.  The  agreements  between  the  Isle  of  Ely 
and  Holland  and  Norfolk  County  Councils  continued  in  force 
throughout  1946  and  79  out-county  cases  were  duly  admitted. 
The  Matron  has  furnished  the  following  analysis  of  cases : — 


Statistics  for  1946. 

No.  of  Cases  Delivered  ....  318 

No.  of  Live  Births  ....  ....  315 

No.  of  Still  Births  ....  ....  4 

Babies  born  before  Admission  12 

Total  Cases  Nursed  ....  ....  330 

Twins....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Neo-natal  Deaths  ....  ....  2 

Maternal  Deaths  ....  ....  Nil 

Forcep  Deliveries  ....  ....  6 

Breech  Deliveries  ....  ....  3 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ....  4 

Toxaemia  ....  ....  ....  31 

Pyelitis  ....  ....  ....  4 

Cases  notified 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  Nil 

Ophthalmia  ....  1 

Patients  sent  to  Hospital  ....  3 

Patients  with  V.D ....  1 

Manual  Removal  of  Placenta  4 

Transfusions  given  ....  ....  5 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ....  9 

Mitral  Stenosis  ....  5 

Breasts  Flushed  5 Abscess  ....  Nil 

Abnormal  Babies  ....  ....  4 


Total  Attendances 

Ante-natal  Clinics  1764 

Post-natal  Clinics  ....  ....  44 


2 Caesarean  Sections 
10  others 


2 Placenta  Praevia 
2 AccidentalHaemorrhage 


1 Hydrocephalus 
1 Hydrocephalus  Spina 

Bifida  and  Talipes 
1 Hair-lip  and  Cleft  Palate 
1 Polypoid  Growth 

in  Vagina 


(b)  Bowthorpe  Hall,  Wisbech. 

Formalities  attending  the  purchase  of  Bowthorpe  Hall  in  Wisbech 
were  completed  in  May  and  the  property  was  released  by  the 
Ministry  of  Works  in  November.  Plans  were  drawn  up  for  the 
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conversion  of  this- mansion  into  a maternity  home  and  for  the 
adaptation  of  the  gatehouse  into  quarters  for  the  nursing  staff  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  £43,000.  The  scheme  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  approval,  but  it  was  considered  impracticable 
to  recommend  building  on  such  a scale  for  the  sanction  of  the 
Minister  of  Works.  Approval  was  given,  however,  for  the  adap- 
tation of  Bowthorpe  Hall  to  provide  accommodation  for  the 
necessary  staff  and  five  or  six  ante-natal  waiting  beds  and  for  the 
erection  on  land  adjoining  the  Hall  of  a 20  bed  maternity  unit, 
provided  the  total  cost  of  the  scheme  did  not  exceed  £20,000. 

Revised  plans  were  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  these  suggestions 
and  were  finally  approved.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  completion 
of  the  scheme  will  be  effected  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  as  the 
conditions  in  the  existing  Home  are  highly  unsatisfactory  and  with 
the  passage  of  time  and  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  work  carried 
out,  difficulties  tend  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish. 

(c)  Grange  Emergency  Maternity  Home,  Ely. 

A growing  number  of  local  residents  were  admitted  during  1946 
and  beds  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  in  trying  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  evacuee  expectant  mothers  which  became  very  acute 
in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  and  at  the  same  time  to  satisfy 
local  demands.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  rose  from  227  in 
1945  to  308  during  1946,  and  of  these,  120  were  local  residents. 

Staffing  problems  eased  after  the  appointment  of  the  new  Matron 
just  before  the  year  began,  and  it  was  not  so  difficult  to  retain 
nurses  as  at  Wisbech  partly  because  of  the  amenities  offered  in 
the  attractive  mansion. 

(d)  Hospital  provision  for  complicated  cases. 

During  the  year  47  cases  were  sent  into  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge,  and  5 to  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  under 
the  County  Maternity  Scheme. 

(e)  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

Five  private  maternity  homes  with  a total  of  17  maternity  beds 
were  registered  during  1946.  The  number  of  births  which  took 
place  being  342. 

Obstetric  Consultant  Services. 

Mr.  Canney,  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Harrison,  of  King’s  Lynn  and 
Dr.  Carlisle,  of  Wisbech,  are  available  to  be  called  in  when  a 
general  practitioner,  in  consultation  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  decides  that  this  is  desirable. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  recovered  with  home 
treatment. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  occurred;  two  in  domiciliary  midwifery  and  three  in 
institutions.  Four  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for 
treatment. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

During  the  year  76  offers  of  treatment  were  made  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme  and  were  accepted  by  10  mothers. 


Home  Helps. 

No  progress  was  made  with  the  official  scheme  approved  in  1945 
by  the  County  Council,  although  the  aid  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association  and  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  was  invoked.  It 
is  disappointing  that  this  highly  valuable  service  cannot  be  set 
into  operation  in  this  county  because  the  need  is  fully  established. 
Many  expectant  mothers  are  forced  to  seek  institutional  accom- 
modation for  their  confinements,  although  they  would  prefer  to 
have  them  at  home.  Even  when  their  own  care  is  assured  as  they 
enter  the  maternity  homes,  their  families  still  remain  to  be  looked 
after 

Fen  land  is  unique  in  that  a wide  variety  of  part-time  and  whole- 
time agricultural  work  is  available  to  female  labour,  and  any 
woman  who  desires  work  outside  her  home,  and  is  fit,  may  obtain 
lucrative  seasonal  employment  which  in  a good  year  lasts  for  9 
10  months.  Work  as  home  helps  does  not  attract  these  sturdy 
peasant  types  who  have  for  generations  worked  on  the  land,  and 
only  a strong  sense  of  vocation,  or  very  high  pay,  could  take  them 
away  from  the  land.  Domestic  work  does  not  call  for  the  former, 
nor  hold  out  the  latter  incentive. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children  : Circular  2866. 

The  services  of  the  Social  Welfare  Workers  at  Ely  and  Wisbech 
have  continued  to  be  used  throughout  the  year  in  connection  with 
the  ascertainment  and  visiting  of  expectant  unmarried  mothers  and 
of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children.  66  cases  were  visited  in 
the  Ely  area  and  21  in  the  Wisbech  area.  Advice  and  help  was 
offered  in  each  case  and  vacancies  were  found  in  homes  or  hostels 
for  16  persons,  whilst  others  made  their  own  arrangements  regarding 
the  confinement  and  after-care  of  the  child. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

Two  sets  of  equipment  were  ordered  for  use  in  the  care  of 
premature  infants  in  the  district  or  at  the  County  Maternity  Homes. 
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Child  Life  Protection. 

The  statutory  inspection  of  foster  mothers  continues  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Fifteen  foster  mothers  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  the  total  number  of  children  boarded  out  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  18. 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulations)  Act,  1939. 

During  1946,  twelve  homes  were  visited  under  the  above 
Regulations. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  arrangement  whereby  one  of  the  senior  medical  officers  of 
Papworth  Village  Settlement  visits  the  Isle  to  carry  out  the 
clinical  tuberculosis  work  was  continued  during  1946.  Dr.  R.  B. 
Murphy,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Wollaston  in  1945,  conducted  the 
diagnostic  clinic  and  the  dispensary  service. 

Ascertainment. 

The  weekly  Diagnostic  Clinic  which  was  inaugurated  at  the 
County  Hospital  in  1944  was  even  more  successful  than  in  the 
previous  year  and  the  number  of  cases  referred,  showed  a 
remarkable  rise. 

Dispensaries. 

County  Clinic,  County  Hall,  March — every  Wednesday  afternoons. 
County  Clinic,  Lynn  Road,  Wisbech — 

alternate  Thursday  mornings. 
County  Clinic,  Downham  Road,  Ely — 

alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

Institutional  treatment. 

Under  an  agreement  with  the  Committee  of  Creaton  Sanatorium, 
three  beds  are  reserved  for  male,  and  six  for  female  cases,  requiring 
sanatorium  treatment.  This  reservation,  which  was  the  utmost 
that  could  be  secured,  is  not  adequate  for  the  needs  for  sanatorium 
beds  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  vacancies  elsewhere  for  early 
cases  increased  as  the  year  wore  on  largely  due  to  the  shortage  of 
nursing  staff  in  Papworth  and  similar  institutions. 

With  regard  to  advanced  or  chronic  cases,  the  difficulty  of 
disposal  was  often  insurmountable  and  many  cases  had  to  remain 
in  their  homes  where  it  was  impossible  to  arrange  adequate  isolation 
and  satisfactory  nursing  care.  Although  the  total  number  of  such 
cases  is  not  large,  the  fact  that  they  can  disseminate  infection 
remains  a very  pressing  problem. 
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“I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  year  1946. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notified 
during  the  year  was  85  (56  pulmonary  and  29  non-pulmonary) 
compared  with  81  (49  pulmonafy  and  32  non-pulmonary)  in  1945  ; 
this  showing  an  increase  of  4 during  the  year. 

Twenty-eight  cases  were  admitted  to  various  sanatoria  for 
observation  or  treatment,  two  of  these  were  diagnosed  chronic 
lung  abscess  after  a period  of  observation.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  27  cases  were  receiving  sanatorium  treatment  and  four  are  on 
the  waiting  list  for  admission. 

At  the  County  Hospital  Diagnostic  Clinic  563  new  cases  were 
examined  and  X-rayed,  an  increase  of  256  on  the  previous  year. 
This  figure  illustrates  the  co-operation  which  exists  between  the 
general  practitioners  and  the  Tuberculosis  Service. 

The  total  number  of  X-rays  taken  was  706,  an  increase  of  294 
on  the  previous  year.  This  is  largely  attributed  to  the  follow  up 
of  cases  complaining  of  haemoptyses  which  showed  no  abnormal 
physical  signs  or  X-ray  findings  at  the  first  examination. 

Dispensary  sessions  are  held  at  March  every  Wednesday,  and  at 
Wisbech  and  Ely  every  alternate  Thursday. 

Attendances  for  1946  : — 

March  170  ....  Wisbech  167  ....  Ely  109 

247  artificial  pneumothorax  refills  have  been  carried  out  and  5 
domiciliary  visits  paid  to  patients  in  their  homes,  in  addition  to 
visits  for  the  refill  of  patients  unable  to  attend  the  dispensaries 
because  of  minor  ailments. 

Four  bronchograms  were  carried  out  at  Papworth  Village 
Settlement  and  one  at  Doddington  for  suspected  cases  of 
bronchiectasis. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  268  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  1—148  pulmonary  and  120  non-pulmonary. 

Memo.  266/T. 

Twenty  cases  of  early  tuberculosis  were  receiving  allowances 
under  the  above  scheme  during  the  year.” 

R.  B.  Murphy, 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1946  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912.  Previous  years  also  given  for  comparison. 


Notifications  on 

Form 

A. 

Total  Notifications  | 
on  Form  A.  1 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications 

Age  Periods 

Total  Primary 
Notifications 

T 

o 

tr, 

1 

o 

T 

vo 

VO 

>-< 

1 

O 

M 

0 
<N 

1 

VO 

VO 

CM 

1 

8 

vo 

m 

i 

VO 

VO 

1 

VO 

CO 

VO 

VO 

1 

1 

VO 

•'d' 

VO 

VO 

1 

VO 

VO 

65  and 
upwards 

3ulmonary : 

Males  in  1928 

• 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

5 

4 

2 

30 

30 

11 

,,  in  1929 

2 

« • 

5 

2 

5 

4 

10 

6 

5 

3 

42 

42 

• * 

,,  in  1930 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

5 

6 

8 

6 

4 

41 

41 

11 

,,  in  1931 

, • 

2 

. . 

3 

6 

3 

5 

3 

2 

24 

! 25 

ff 

„ in  1932 

. . 

i 

1 

1 

3 

7 

7 

1 

1 

21 

21 

n 

„ in  1933 

. . 

1 

2 

. , 

2 

6 

3 

2 

* # 

1 

17 

17 

n 

,,  in  1934 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

5 

7 

1 

3 

1 

29 

29 

91 

„ in  1935 

. . 

• . 

1 

4 

2 

9 

6 

6 

2 

30 

30 

91 

,,  in  1936 

1 

1 

4 

4 

11 

12 

6 

4 

43 

43 

11 

„ in  1937 

1 

• . 

1 

5 

5 

7 

1 

3 

1 

24 

24 

11 

,,  in  1938 

• . 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 

3 

7 

7 

1 

2 

1 

24 

- 25 

11 

,,  in  1944 

1 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

25 

25 

11 

,,  in  1945 

. . 

1 

• • 

• . 

1 

2 

8 

4 

3 

5 

24 

25 

11 

,,  in  1946 

• • 

1 

3 

3 

11 

1 

2 

3 

2 

26 

26 

11 

Females  in  1928 

• • 

5 

2 

11 

5 

15 

6 

# . 

1 

45 

46 

11 

„ in  1929  . 

4 

4 

8 

10 

15 

5 

2 

48 

48 

11 

,,  in  1930 

1 

1 

3 

10 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

30 

30 

M 

,,  in  1931 

6 

6 

6 

5 

3 

2 

1 

29 

29 

11 

„ in  1932 

• . 

1 

1 

1 

6 

• • 

4 

2 

15 

15 

11 

„ in  1933  . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

23 

23 

11 

,,  in  1934 

2 

3 

5 

3 

3 

5 

1 

22 

22 

11 

,,  in  1935 

2 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

17 

17 

11 

,,  in  1936 

• . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

11 

8 

5 

1 

35 

35 

11 

,,  in  1937 

1 

1 4 

4 

5 

4 

1 

3 

22 

23 

11 

,,  in  1938 

5 

O 

u 

3 

% , 

1 

1 

13 

13 

11 

„ in  1944 

. . 

• . 

1 

f 1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

17 

17 

11 

„ in  1945 

• . 

1 

4 

7 

4 

4 

1 

21 

21 

11 

,,  in  1946 

1 

7 

7 

10 

1 

• • 

3 

1 

30 

30 

Ion-Pulmonary:  Males  in  1928.. 

• . 

5 

3 

4 

1 

5 

1 

19 

19 

11 

„ in  1929. . 

. . 

1 

7 

1 

3 

, # 

2 

1 

1 

16 

16 

91 

,,  in  1930. . 

2 

9 

3 

1 

4 

3 

4 

2 

1 

29 

29 

11 

„ in  1931 . . 

• • 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

• • 

19 

19 

11 

„ in  1932 . . 

• . 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

• . 

12 

12 

11 

,,  in  1933. . 

2 

2 

7 

5 

. , 

2 

1 

1 

i 

21 

21 

11 

„ in  1934.. 

2 

3 

8 

7 

2 

1 

2 

, . 

1 

26 

26 

11 

„ in  1935. . 

• . 

2 

6 

2 

, , 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

19 

19 

11 

„ in  1936. . 

. . 

2 

8 

5 

. . 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

24 

24 

11 

„ in  1937.. 

. . 

4 

5 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

20 

20 

1 * 

,,  in  1938.  . 

• • 

6 

6 1 

2 1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

21 

21 

11 

„ in  1944.. 

• • 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

13 

13 

11 

,,  in  1945 . . 

. . 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

13 

13 

11 

,,  in  1946.. 

2 

8 

4 

. . 

3 

1 

18 

18 

11 

Females  in  1928 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

18 

18 

11 

„ in  1929 

. . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14 

14 

11 

,,  in  1930 

1 

4 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

17 

17 

11 

,,  in  1931 

. . 

1 

5 

3 

, , 

1 

1 

1 

12 

12 

11 

,,  in  1932 

• . 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

14 

14 

.. 

„ in  1933 

• • 

1 

2 

2 

• • 

1 

3 

1 

2 

12 

12 

1 1 

„ in  1934 

1 

3 

5 

. . 

• . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

17 

17 

n 

,,  in  1935 

• • 

2 

4 

1 

3 

3 

13 

13 

1 1 

„ m 1936 

• • 

5 

6 

1 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

27 

27 

11 

,,  in  1937 

1 

* * 1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

* # 

2 

18 

19 

11 

,,  in  1938 

• . 

4 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

21 

22 

11 

,,  in  1944 

. . 

1 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

18 

18 

11 

,,  in  1945 

1 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

19 

1 1 

,,  in  1946 

• • 

• • 

4 

2 

| 

1 

3 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

11 

11 

53 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  Isle  of  Ely  cases  treated 
for  venereal  disease  during  1946  at  the  Clinics  at  Cambridge,  Kihg’s 
Lynn  and  Peterborough. 
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Of  the  total  cases  attending  the  clinic  at  Cambridge  (including 
cases  from  areas  other  than  the  Isle  of  Ely)  10%  ceased  treatment 
before  their  cure  was  completed. 
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Of  those  attending  at  Peterborough  (again  including  cases  from 
areas  other  than  the  Isle  of  Ely)  10%  ceased  treatment  before 
their  cure  was  completed. 

Of  those  attending  at  King’s  Lynn  (again  including  cases  from 
areas  other  than  the  Isle  of  Ely)  12%  ceased  attendance  before 
completion  of  treatment. 

Regulation  33b. 

During  the  year  notification  of  3 cases  was  received  on  Form  1 
in  accordance  with  Regulation  33b. 

No  efforts  were  made  outside  the  scope  of  the  Regulation  to 
follow  up  any  of  these  cases. 

Almoners. 

An  almoner  appointed  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge, 
in  April,  1945,  resigned  early  in  1946  and  no  appointment  has  been 
made  to  fill  the  vacancy. 


ISLE  OF  ELY  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

There  were  141  names  on  the  register  on  the  31st  December, 
1946.  During  the  year  12  new  cases  of  blindness  were  registered, 
there  were  11  deaths,  2 cases  were  decertified,  3 cases  were  trans- 
ferred into  this  area  and  3 cases  were  transferred  to  other  areas. 

One  case  was  admitted  into  the  Royal  Midland  Institution  for 
the  Blind  for  training  as  a basket  maker.  One  brush  maker  is 
employed  in  the  Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind.  There  are 
about  20  workers  (pastime  and  home  workers)  on  the  register  whose 
occupations  are  machine  and  hand  knitting,  basket  making,  wool 
and  cloth  rug  making,  stool  seating  and  chair  caning.  11  blind 
persons  read  Braille  and  13  read  Moon  type.  Weekly  newspapers 
and  monthly  magazines  in  Braille  and  Moon  are  provided  for  our 
readers. 

Approximately  £1,794  was  collected  during  the  year  for  our 
voluntary  funds.  Owing  to  the  virtual  cessation  of  large  scale 
welfare  activities  during  the  war  years  the  Society  had  accumulated 
funds  which  an  improved  collecting  organisation  had  produced. 
Consideration  was  given  to  the  best  method  of  bringing  the 
maximum  benefit  to  as  many  registered  blind  persons  as  possible 
and  it  was  decided  to  arrange  : — 
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(a)  Social  and  handicraft  centres  to  be  established  where  the 
blind  will  meet  periodically  for  social  gatherings  and  when 
materials  become  more  readily  available,  for  handicraft 
instructions.  A room  has  been  obtained  in  Wisbech  for 
the  first  of  these  centres. 

(b)  Excursions  to  the  sea  during  the  summer  and  other  enter- 
tainments during  the  winter.  The  first  excursion  was  to 
Hunstanton  when  55  blind  persons  and  their  guides  spent 
a very  enjoyable  day. 

(c)  The  investigation  of  the  possibility  of  purchasing  a house 
at  Hunstanton  for  holidays  for  the  Blind. 

After  consideration  had  been  given  to  the  scales  payable  in  other 
Counties,  by  the  Assistance  Board,  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  and  the  estimated  expenses  of  typical  cases,  it  was 
recommended  that  the  County  Council's  scale  which  became 
operative  on  the  1st  April,  1944,  should  be  amended,  and 
subsequently  increases  were  made  in  the  allowances. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  REPORTS. 

I. — URBAN 


Chatteris  Urban  District. 

Area,  13,719  acres. 

1946  Statistics  : — Birth  Rate,  19-08.  Death  Rate,  1317. 

Infantile  Mortality,  119-4*  Illegitimacy  Rate,  74*63. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 5,084. 

Ery  Urban  District. 

Area,  14,764  acres. 

1946  Statistics Birth  Rate,  16-95.  Death  Rate,  12  06. 

Infantile  Mortality,  33-56.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  53  69. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population— 8,793. 

March  Urban  District. 

Area,  19,777  acres. 

1946  Statistics  Birth  Rate,  19-31*  Death  Rate,  8*96. 
Infantile  Mortality,  24-0.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  76*0. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population— 12,950. 
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Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

Area,  23,362  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  18*83.  Death  Rate,  12*19. 
Infantile  Mortality,  38*46.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  70*51. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 8,283. 


Wisbech  Municipal  Borough. 

Area  4,666  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  20*68.  Death  Rate,  14*39. 
Infantile  Mortality,  30*39.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  127*66. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population,  15,910. 


I L— RURAL. 


Ely  Rural  District. 

Area.  65,999  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  18*16.  Death  Rate,  12*99. 

Infantile  Mortality,  33*47.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  104*6. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 13,160. 

North  Witch  ford  Rural  District. 

Area  26,088  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  16*89.  Death  Rate,  15*83. 

Infantile  Mortality,  37*5.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  62*5. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 4,737. 

Thorney  Rural  District. 

Area  21,796  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  18*04.  Death  Rate,  11*44. 

Infantile  Mortality,  48*78.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  73*17. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 2,273. 

Wisbech  Rural  District. 

Area  49,798  acres. 

1946  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  20*16.  Death  Rate,  9.3. 

Infantile  Mortality,  44*89.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  232*65. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1946)  population — 12,150. 
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